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FOREWORD

Justice Saiduzzaman Siddiqui
ir) Chief Justice of Pakistan

“Muhammad, the Messenger of God and Law of
Blasphemy in Islam and the West” written by Mr.
Mohammad Ismail Qureshy is a valuable addition on the
subject. The Book is likely to inspire great interest amongst
the researchers, religious scholars, social scientist and the
legal community. The author through his well documented
and researched material has countered the biased opinion in
the West about Islamic practices and laws and the Prophet
of Islam. The book is divided in three Parts. Part-1 contain
the discussion about prophethood of Mohammad,
comparative study of different religions, the impact of
Istamic code and practices on the followers of other
religions. The author has quoted in this part of the book the
opinion of well known western leaders. Philosophers,
historians, critics and writers about the Prophet of Islam
and the impact of Islam and Islamic civilization on the
western soriety,

In Part-II of the Book the author has discussed
Blasphemy Laws with reference to its so called conflict
with the Human Rights in global perspective. The author
has traced the classical concept of human rights as it
existed before and after the advent of Islam in Europe and
other countries of the World and compared it with the
human rights conferred by Islam on the human beings
without discrimination. The Blasphemy laws as it exist in
UK, European countries, USA and Istamic Countries of the
world has been discussed in this part of the book with
reference to leading cases on the subject which makes this
book useful for practicing lawyers.
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In the last Part-1II of the book the author has
reproduced the opinions of Muslim scholars on offence of
Blasphemy and punishment prescribed for it. There appears

¢+ to be near consensus amongst the scholars of different
school of thoughts in Islam about the punishment
prescribed for the offence of Blasphemy. By incorporating
the judgment of Lahore High Court in the famous case of
[lamdin Vs. King Emperor and relevant text and extracts
trom leading judgments on Blasphemy rendered by the
Courts in Pakistan, England, USA and European Court of
Human Rights in the appendices the intrinsic value of the
book has been greatly enhanced for ordinary reader as well
legal professional for use as a reference book.
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INTRODUCTION

Dr. Mahmood Ahmed

Chairman of Faculty of Shariah and law, International
Islamic University Islamabad, Former Minister of
Religions Affairs, Pakistan.

The Muslim Ummah owes its unity and integrity to
its strong belief in [slam and commitments to the message
of the Prophet of Islam (peace be upon him). The entire
body of religious and social of Islam rests on a deep rooted
love and veneration for the personality of the Prophet
{peace be upon him). According to the Qur’an the Divine
Law, represented by the word of Qur'an and model
example of the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him),
must always be above each and every decision. This
unconditional and unqualified submission to the verdict
given by the Prophet (peace be upon him) is the primary
pre-requisite of being a Muslim. This necessitates that the
honour and dignity of the Prophet of Islam must be
protected at all costs and no effort to put his sublime
personality into dispute or disrespect should be tolerated.
Any move to revile his sacred name or to insult his beloved
conduct is considered High Treason. That is why form the
days of the First Caliph upto our own times, it has almost
unanimously been held by the Muslims that any
blasphemous act or utterance towards the Prophet of Islam
(peace be upon him) is liable to capital punishment.
Throughout Muslim history, the law of land provided death
punishment for the perpetrators of this crime. Even during
the days of so-called liberal and enlightened Mughal
Emperor, Jalauddin Akbar, the law provided death as the
only punishment for this serious offence.

Unfortunately, under the nfluence of the secular
liberal democracy of the west, a smali nunority in our
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country has been raising voices aguinst the provision of
blasphemy in our law. It is convenicily ignored by this
secular minority that the punishment of death for the
heinous crime of the insult of the Prophet of Islam (peace
be upon him) was provided in pursuance of the unanimous
resolution of the Senate of Pakistan and the judgement of
the Federal Shariat Court.

Mr. Muhammad Ismail Qureshy, a relentless
advocate for the cause of Islam and a sincere fighter for the
supremacy of Shariah in Pakistan has been in the forefront
of defending this law. To him goes the credit of several
initiatives which ultimately resulted in bringing this law of
blasphemy on the Statute Book of Pakistan. It is painful to
note that some elements have been trying to create
misgivings and misunderstandings about this Islamic
principle. Mr. Ismail Qureshy has been doing his best to
dispel such misgivings and to explain the true Islamic
position to his readers. He has authored a number of
articles and publications on various aspects of the law of
blasphemy, mostly in Urdu, in addition to many speeches
and presentations on different fora. Now he has condensed
his findings in the present volume which has been prepared
in English. The book is well researched and is quite
comprehensive. Running into twelve chapters, it deals with
the problem of blasphemy from different perspectives. He,
not only, throws light on Islamic position with its rationale
but also compares the Islamic position with different laws
of similar nature in the western world.

I am confident that this publication of Mr. Ismail
Qureshy will by widely appreciated and read both in the
legal circles as well as by general educated readers. I
congratulate the learned author on the production of this
comprehensive work and pray for its success.
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X
PREFACE

The Urdu edition of the author’s book “Namoos — e
— Kasool” was first published in the year 1994. It attracted
a large readership as it discussed in detail Islamic law of
blasphemy, which was enforced for the first time in
Pakistan on a petition of the author filed in Federal Shariat
Court of Pakistan. Some of the portions of the book were
translated into English and published in UK and USA.
Harvard Law School and Chicago University of USA
showed great academic interest in this newly promulgated
law in Pakistan. They sent their scholars to contact the
author for further research on the subject.

The wide spread appreciation of the readers of the
book encouraged me to publish more editions which were
exhausted soon after their publication. The third edition
was remodified and was more comprehensive than the
previous editions. During my visit to Europe and USA, my
Muslim brethren and even some non — Muslim friends and
scholars who had gone through the translated portions of
my book urged me to publish the English version of the
book. Despite my professional preoccupations, an immense
amount of work was done to equip the book with historical
details and judicial aspects of law of blasphemy in Islam
and other religtons: Christianity and Judaism. This book is
meant largely for English speaking readers and especially
addressed to the readers in the West and also for those
interested in Islamic laws.

I have stated the law and punishment of blasphemy
as prescribed in the Holy Bible and its implementation in
European countries. But omitted to state Islamic Law with
reference to the Noble Qur’an, because the same has been
urged before the Federal Shariat Court which is cited in the
judgement annexed as Appendix-A.
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'Y OF MUHAMMAD
SENGER OF GOD
BE UPON HIM)

THE DIGNITY OF MUHAMMAD, THE
MESSENGER OF GOD AND THE LAW OF
BLASPHEMY

skl shofeoie ok ko sk kel e sleoke sk sk e sk ok e ke sk ook s

The Need For Constructive Dialogue

The Islamic law of Blasphemy has not been
properly understood in its true perspective by the
predominantly Christian West. Since the rise of medieval
western civilization, the attitude of Christianity towards
Islam was not one of constructive dialogue. The
misunderstanding between the West and the rest of the
Muslim world has resulted in ongoing media onSlaught
against Islam. Ever since the year 1991 when the judgment
on the writer’s well known case, Muhammad Ismail
Qureshy vs Federal Government of Pakistan, was
announced, directing the Government to enforce the
Islamic law of Blasphemy in Pakistan, there has been
devastating campaign of disinformation through the
internet, electronic and print media, besides subjective
human rights reports, claiming that this law is unjust,
inhumane and a threat to the minorities living in Pakistan.
The judgement of the Federal Shariat Court of Pakistan, in
above titled case is Appendix A. There is, therefore, greater
need today than ever before, to remove these serious
misgivings about Islam and its law of Blasphemy.

In order to understand the law of Blasphemy ard
Islam, one has to set aside polemics and keep the simple
rule of objective research in view. In this work, 1 have
attempted to study the subject dispassionately with
reference to the universally accepted status of Muhammad,
the Prophet of Islam, his role as benefactor of mankind, his
complete code of conduct for humanity, namely the Quran,
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CHAPTER-1

Muhammad Peace Be Upon Him In The Bible

Muslims have always shown reverence and respect
for all the Prophets of the Scriptures. They have never
ridiculed the leaders of other religions and their logos, as it
would be violation of Islamic Law. The Christian West has
a direct source of knowledge and information with respect
to dignified life of the Prophet of Islam, and his teachings,
but due to a long history of prejudices, most educated
people of western societies could not appreciate the truth
about Islam and the Prophet of Islam. Even if they study
their own Scriptures, or if they were to read the writings of
the great western scholars, like Goethe, Carlyle, Tolstoy
and other thinkers, philosophers, scholars, scientists and
statesmen of the past and present, it would have certainly
clarified their distorted image of Islam and the Prophet of
Islam.

At first we would like to refer to Biblical evidence
of Muhammad’s Prophethood. There are clear prophecies
of the advent of Muhammad as the last prophet of God in
the Old Testament (Torah) and the New Testament (Injeel).
In prophetic cycle it is an established tradition that every
prophet foretells the appearance of his successor as a
Messenger of God to carry on his mission. The prophecies
contain some details about the important events of the
prophetic role of the coming Messenger.

The Old T
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tells us about the birth of Ishm:
chapter XXI verse 16 to 21 of
efforts of Hagar (Hajra) in se
desert of Paran (Faran — Mak]
infant son Ishmael. The Ang
(Hajra) and says to her: “Arise
thine hand and I will make
prediction is not about the nati
(Israel), but it is about the prog
Muhammad, the last prophet of

Prophecy of Moses:-

In Deuteronomy — (The
of the Bible) Moses foretelling
said to his followers with refere
unto him “The Lord thy God
prophet from the midst of thee
me, unio him ye shall hear;.....
me, they have well spoken whi
raise them up a prophet from
unto thee, and will put my wc
shall speak unto them all that 1 :

According to the above
of Islam who fulfills the entire
qualifications of that prophet
powerful and strong prophet
God’s sovereign authority or
brought new laws for the m
prophet after Moses who can ¢
law for their people to live a pe



1 Him In The Bible

vn reverence and respect
otures. They have never
ions and their logos, as it
. The Christian West has
information with respect
Islam, and his teachings,
ejudices, most educated
“not appreciate the truth
slam. Even if they study
re to read the writings of
Goethe, Carlyle, Tolstoy
- scholars, scientists and
, it would have certainly
[slam and the Prophet of

efer to Biblical evidence
ere are clear prophecies
e last prophet of God in
- New Testament (Injeel).
shed tradition that every

of his successor as a
mission. The prophecies
important events of the
enger.

The Old Testament
Progeny of Abraham:-

The first book of the Bible, Genesis referring to
creation of the world, describes the life stories of Abraham,
Ishmael, Isaac and other Prophets. Chapter XVI of Genesis
tells us about the birth of Ishmael, elder son of Abraham. In
chapter XXI verse 16 to 21 of Genesis describe desperate
efforts of Hagar (Hajra) in search of some water in the
desert of Paran (Faran — Makkah), to save the life of his
infant son Ishmael. The Angel of God comforts Hagar
(Hajra) and says to her: “Arise, lift up the lad (Ishmael} in
thine hand and T will make him a great nation”.! This
prediction is not about the nation from the lineage of Isaac
(Israel), but it is about the progeny of Ishmael, ancestor of
Muhammad, the last prophet of God.

Prophecy of Moses:-

In Deuteronomy — (The fifth book of old Testament
of the Bible) Moses foretelling the coming of the Prophet
said to his followers with reference to words of God spoken
unto him “The Lord thy God will raise up unto thee a
prophet from the midst of thee, of thy Brethren, like unto
me, unio him ye shall hear;...... ... and the Lord said unto
me, they have well spoken which they have spoken. I will
raise them up a prophet from among their brethren, like
unto thee, and will put my words into his mouth; and he
shall speak unto them all that I shall command him.?

According to the above prophecy, it is the Prophet
of Islam who fuifills the entire prerequisite conditions and
qualifications of that prophet like unto Moses. He was a
powerful and strong prophet like Moses and established
God’s sovereign authority on the earth. Both of them
brought new laws for the mankind. There is no other
prophet after Moses who can claim to have brought a new
law for their people to live a peaceful life in the world. Nor

i:
i
b
i
.-
I
-
I
b
i
i
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anyone from amongst the decedents of Abraham (Israclites)
ever claimed to be prophet like Moses except the prophet of
Islam. Ishmael and Isaac are sons of Abraham. The
children of Isaac are called the Jews and those of Ishmael
are known as Arabs, so they are brethren to one another.
The Bible affirms the meaning “.......... and he (Ishmael)
shall dwell (in Arabia) in presence of all his brethren.”

The children of Isaac are brethren of the
Ishmaelites. In the like manner Muhammad is from among
the brethren of the Israclites because he was a descendant
of Ishmael, the son of Abraham. The prophesy proceeds
further as God says; “And T will put my words unto his
(Muhammad’s) mouth” No one claimed except the noble
Prophet that words were put unto his mouth by God and he
uttered them. This prophecy has also been affirmed by
Quran in Surah Al-Najam. “And neither does he speak out
of his own desire: that (which he conveys to you) is (but a
divine) inspiration with which he is being inspired-
something that a very mighty one has imparted to him.™*

There is more explicit prophecy by Moses in the
book of Deuteronomy “And he said, The Lord came form
Sinai and rose up from Seir unto them; he shined forth from
mount Paran (Faran / within Makkah) and he came with ten
thousand of saints; from his right hand went a fiery law for
them. Yea, he loved the people.”

This is the prophecy of prophet Moses just before
the time he passed away from this world. In this prophecy

"there is reference to two events of historical importance. In

the first incident at Sinai the prophet Moses was equipped
with the necessary power that enabled him to destroy the
evil forces of Pharaoh. The other unique event in the
hiftory of mankind refers to the prophet of Islam, when he
marched with ten thousand of his companions to the Mount
of Paran (Faran) and conquered the holy city of Makkah
without any bloodshed. The concluding clause of this

© R e o i | s
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prediction “from his right hand went a Fiery Law” (against
evil forces) refers to the Holy Quran which is a divine law
revealed to the Prophetof God. The facts referred to in this
prediction speak themselves about the central figure of the
unprecedented events which had changed the course of
history with human strength according to the will of God.
They are no other persons except the prophet Moses and
the prophet Muhammad, who accomplished this divine
mission.

Some Christian scholars believe that Jesus is the
promised prophet according to the prophecy of Moses that
“The Lord God will raise up for you a prophet like me from
your brethren”. This prophecy of Moses is not applicable to
Jesus, because he is unlike Moses and Muhammad who
were born in the normal and natural course and had father
and mother while according to Gospel of St. Mathew 1:18
“She (Mary) was found with child (Jesus) by the holy
Ghost” - he was not a human being. Moses and
Muhammad married and begot children, but Jesus remained
bachelor all his life: They established their kingdoms on
carth and brought new Law for the people and enforced it,
but Jesus declared: “My Kingdom is not this world” He
said so in his defence when he was brought before the court
of Roman Governor, Pontinus Pilate and was charged with
sedition. He clarified his position stating; “My kingdom is
not of this world, If my kingdom were of this world, then
would my servants fight. That I should not be delivered to
the Jews; but now is my kingdom not from hence.”®

Beside this Jesus never and no where claimed
himseif to be like Moses. According to Christian scholars
and common man Jesus is Christ and their God. Even some
of the Christian scholars, with reference to expectation of
the Jews, believe that Jesus was not the promised Messiah.
Paula Fredriken Aurelio, professor of scripture of Boston
University writes: “Like David, esteemed by tradition, the
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Messiah will be someone in whom are combined the traits
of courage, piety, military powers, justice, wisdom and
knowledge of the Torah. The Prince of Peace must first be
a man 01; war: his duty is to inflict final defeat on the forces
of evil.”

Almost all the qualities stated above are applicable
to the Prophet of Islam. But all the Jews do not accept Jesus
even as a messenger. According to them he is not the
promised Messiah, whereas Jesus is revered by the
Muslims as the Messenger of God.

All these facts and circumstances indicate that Jesus
was not like the Prophet Moses. Finally Quran confirms
this prophecy that Muhammad is like unto Moses. It says:
“Behold, (O men) We have sent unto you an apostle who
shall bear witness to the truth before you, even as We sent
an apostle unto Pharaoh.”

The Christians are aware of the fact that prophet
Moses had been sent to Pharaoh. Reverend James L. Dow
admits in Collins Dictionary of the Bible: “As statesman
and law giver Moses is the greater of Jewish People. The
only man of history who can be compared even remotely to
him is Mahomet”.”

The readers of scriptures were not feeling
comfortable with the words “from among your brethren” so
they have completely deleted these words in the later
translations of the Bible in 1996 because the true import of
these words denotes the coming of the Prophet from among
the “Ishmaelites” who is no other person than Muhammad.

There ts another reference in the Old Testament of
the Bible which says: “God came from Teman and the Holy
one from Mount Paran (Faran of Makkah). Se’lah. His
glory covered the heavens, and the earth was full of praise
(Hamd)."
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Psalms:-

“Blessed are they that dwell in thy house; they will
be still be praising thee. Se’lah. Blessed is the man whose
strength is in thee; in whose heart are the ways of them who
passing through the valley of Baca (Makkah) make it a
well; the rain also filleth the pools.”""

Song of Solomon:

King Solomon clearly describes the name of the
Noble Prophet in one of his celebrated songs, original
words of the song in Hebrew have been quoted by my
learmmed teacher/professor Maulana Manazir Ahsan
Gilani,head of department of Islamiat, Osmania university,
in his book Nabi-ul-Khatim. There is an appropriate
reference form song of Solomon in the Bible, in the
original Hebrew; that contains the name of the noble
prophet Muhammad.

‘hikko mamittagim wikullo muhammadim zehdudi wa
zehrai baynot yerushalayim’

‘His mouth is most sweet; yea, he is Muhammad (the
praiseworthy, altogether lovely). This is my beloved, and
this my friend, O daughters of Jerusalem.’"?

The plural form for Muhammad is used to denote

respect and majesty for the praised one. In Hebrew and

Arabic Muhammad has the same meaning of “The Praised
One”. Singing the praise of Muhammad he gives further
description: “My beloved is white and ruddy, chiefest
among ten thousands."?

Kindly note the words chiefest among ten
thousands. It is used in order to distinguish the figure of the
Prophet Muhammad among his companions who were with
him during his march to Makkah.
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The New Testament
Prophecies of Jesus Christ:-

We have quoted several passages from the Bible in
regard to the predictions of the prophets of the Old
Testament. Here we reproduce the prophecy of Jesus whom
Muslims honour as Messiah and believe that the Gospel
(Injeel) was revealed to him. But one thing is to be noted
about the present Bible as pointed out by the authors of
Encyclopedia Britannica under the caption Bible (1973
edition): It is not, however, difficult for the reader of
Scriptures to know the real meaning of the words spoken
for the future guide of humanity as a “Comforter”. The last
speech of Jesus was translated into Greek by St. John from
Aramic widely spoken in the days of Christ. Before his
ascension, he gave a message to the whole world in Syriac
language spoken by Jesus and the Palestinians. It remained
as such for several centuries. The actual Greek word for the
one who was to come after Jesus was “Parikilytos” which is
synonymous of syriac word “Munhamanna” meaning
“Hamad” in Hebrew and “Muhammad” in Arabic (The
much praised one). This meaning is supported by Ibn-e-
Hisham on the authority of Ibn-e-Ishaq who was conversant
with syriac language which was the langnage of Palestine
in his days as well. ”'*

But later on, the translators of St. John’s Gospel
made some variations by substituting another Greek word
“Peracletius” for “Pariclytos” as the redactors were feeling
the latter word against their personal interpretation. The
word “Peracletius” has several meanings. According to
Encyclopedia of Biblical literature it is translated from
Greek into English as consoler, comforter, advocate and
teacher but in all authorized versions of the Bible,
commonly known as the King James Version (KJV) the
word “Comforter” is translated for “Peracletius” or
“Paraclete”. Assuming the meaning of this word is
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comforter even then it is not difficult to ascertain that the
Comforter was no other noble soul than the Prophet
Muhammad according to own words of Jesus as narrated
by St. John in his Gospel:

Chapter 14 of Gospel of St. John (KJV Bible)

Verse 16: “And I will pray the Father, and He shall
give you another Comforter, that he may
abide with you for ever”

Verse 26: “But the Comforter, which is the Holy
Ghost, whom the Father will send in my
name, he shall teach you all things, and
bring all things to your remembrance,
whatsoever I have said unto you™:

Chapter 16 of Gospel of St. John

Verse 7: ‘Nevertheless 1 tell you the truth; it is
expedient for you that I go away for; if, I go
not away, the Comforter will not come unto
you; but if I depart, I will send him unto

you.
Verse 12: I have yet many things to say unto you, but
ye cannot bear them now.
Verse 13: Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is

come, he will guide you unto all truth: for he
shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever
he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will
shew you things to come.

Verse 14: He shall glorify me: for, he shall receive of
mine, and shall shew it unto you.

Verse 16: Addressing  his disciples before his
ascension Jesus says: “And He (God) shall
give you another Comforter”, that he may
abide with you forever.
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“Another Comforter” means other than Jesus
because the first comforter according to Christian’s belief is
Jesus himself. Jamal Badawi, a well known scholar says:
“all the criteria of coming Comforter or Paraclete according
to the Prophecy of Christ is fulfilled only by the Prophet
Muhammad such as: he testified Jesus, talked new things
which could not to be born at Jesus time, he spoke what he
heard (Revelation) and he shall abide with you for ever
means he will dwell physically throughout his life with his
believers and thereafter through his well preserved
teachings, that is, the Quran and Sunnah which are real
guide inlsail walks of life of men and women throughout the
world.”” -

" In verse 26, chapter 14 of St. John’s Gospel, the
word “Comforter” means the “Holy Ghost” whom the
father will send in my name. Here the Greek Word
“Pneuma” is translated into English as the Holy Ghost. The
word Ghost according to the “New Oxford Dicticnary of
English means “Image of a person appearing to haunt the
living but not actually existing.” So the word “Ghost”
appears absurd to the reader when attributed to the first
comforter (Jesus) and to the coming one. Therefore the
modern translators of the Bible changed the word “Ghost”
and replaced it with the new word “Spirit”. However the
word “Holy Ghost” or “Holy Spirit” is interpolation on the
very face of it. Mr. Maurice Bucaille, the learned author of
“The Bible, The Quran and Science” has interpreted the
word “Ghost” in his book as under:

“If the words ‘Holy Spirit’ (to pneuma to agion) are
omitted from the passage, the complete text of John then
conveys a meaning which is perfectly clear”.......
According to John, when Jesus says in chapter 14, Verse
16: “And I will pray the Father, and He will give you
another Paraclete”, what he is saying is that another
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intercessor will be sent to man, as He Himself was at God’s
side on man’s behalf during His earthly life.”

“According to the rules of logic therefore, one 18
brought to see in John’s “Paraclete” a huwman being like
Jesus, possessing the faculties of hearing and speech
formally implied in John's Greek text. Jesus therefore
predicts that God will later send a human being to Earth to
take up the role defined by John. i.e. to be a prophet who
hears God’s word and repeats His message to man. This is
the logical interpretation of St. John's text arrived at if one
attributes to the words their proper meaning.”'®

As a matter of fact all the four Gospels are not eye
witness account. The earliest Gospe! of Mark was handed
down from 65 to 70 A.D of Christian era. A reader of all
four Gospels will find contradictions, variations and
changes 1n the text, as stated by the authors of
Encyclopadia referred to above. Excluding variations and
changes Muslims believe in both the Old and New
Testaments as revealed books. So the prophecy of Christ
tor the coming Prophet Muhammad is to be accepted
because he appeared as the living embodiment of all
characteristics described in the predictions of the Bible
which is testified by noble Quran.

We would like to conclude this chapter with
remarkable observation of a learned Christian scholar Tor
Andrae in his book “Mohammaed”, who had deeply
studied the Bible and also had read the life of the Prophet
of Islam. After analytical study of Christian psyche, he
says: “If we would be fair to him (Mohammad) we must
not forget that consciously or unconsciously, we Christians
are inclined to compare Mohammad with the unsurpassed
and exalted figures whom we meet in the Gospels.”"’
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MUHAMMAD PEACE BE UPON HIM
In Ancient Religious Books other than the Bible:
Zoroaster’s Prophecy In Pazand:-

There are similar prophecies like Judo-Christian
scriptures in ancient books of other religions with respect to
coming of the last Prophet Muhammad. One of the ancient
religious book is Avasta. In the new language it is called
Pazand which is stated to have been revealed to Zoroaster
(628BC — 551BC) who is acclaimed as Prophet by the
Parsis.”

So Says Zoroaster:

In clear terms, Zoroaster says in Avesta: “[ have not
perfected the religion. Another Prophet will come after me
and he will perfect this religion; his name will be “Mercy
for the entire universe”.'® This reminds one of the Qur’ anic
verses in which Muhammad has been so called (Al Qur’an

21:107).
In Hindu’s Religious Books:

In India, Hindus believe in Vedas, Puranas and
Upanishads which are their oldest holy books. In one of ten
Puranas it is stated: “In the final epoch a man will be born
in a desert. His mother’s name will be reliable (Amina), his
fathers name will be slave of God (Abdullah). He will be
obliged to move north from his country and settle there. He
will then conquer his own country (from where he was
forced to migrate) with the help of ten thousand men,
several-fold. In the battle his chariot will be drawn by
camels and they will be so swift that they will soar to the
skies.” This refers to ascension of Holy Prophet, which is
known as ‘Mairaj’.

Owing to the passage of time, there may be some
variations in translations of the aforesaid books from time
to time.
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All the above passages from prophecies in all the
great religious books of the world indicate that they refer to
the coming of the last Prophet Muhammad.

In this chapter, most of the references have been
given from the direct source, that is, from the Bible and
from English version of religious books of other religions,
which may be verified conveniently for the sake of
satisfaction if one desires so. If those prophecies found to
be true then honesty, good faith and fair play demand from
the believers of those books to accept the truth.
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CHAPTER 11

Muhammad, Peace Be Upon Him
In The Eyes of Non-Muslim Luminaries of The World

Followers of Islam have such immense respect, love
and affection for their Noble Prophet, that their reverence
for him can hardly be described in words. Whatever they
say or write about him may be deemed by some non
Muollas to be an exaggeration. But, if the evidence in
regard to his person and his life, is found in statements of
the learned :ind distinguished personalities of other
religions, theii this could be considered worthy testimony,
in the opinion of people of the same religious order. We,
therefore, present the universal personage of the Prophet of
I[slam, as depicted by renowned non Muslim intellectuals,
historians, authors, philosophers, generals, spiritual and
temporal leaders of the world.

About 200 years ago Thomas Carlyle, political
philosopher and unbiased historian of England, was
courageous enough to frankly admit the fault of Europe for
its contemptuous attitude towards the Prophet, in his
famous book On Heroes, Hero-Worship, and the Heroic in
History.

He had not only dispelled the misgivings and
medieval prejudices of his people about the Prophet of
Islam, but highlighted his dignified person as a hero
Prophet.

Here we reproduce a brief life sketch of the Noble
Prophet from the title Islam the Misunderstood Religion,
written by the eminent author, Mr. James A. Michener. He
writes:

“Muhammad, the inspired man who founded Islam®, was
born about A.D. 570 into an Arabian tribe that worshipped
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idols. Orphaned at birth, he was always particularly
solicitous of the poor and needy, the widow and the
orphan, the slave and the downtrodden. At twenty, he was
already a successful businessman, and soon became
director of camel caravans for a wealthy widow. When he
reached twenty-five, his employer, recognizing his merit,
proposed marriage. Even though she was fifteen years
older, he married her, and as long as she lived, remained a
devoted husband.”

“Like almost every major prophet before him, Muhammad
fought shy of serving as the transmitter of God's word,
sensing his own inadequacy. But the angel commanded
‘Read.” So far as we know, Muhammad was unable to
read or write, but he began to dictate those inspired words
which would soon revolutionize a large segment of the
earth: ‘There is one God.’

“In all things Muhammad was profoundly practical. When
his beloved son Ibrahim died, an eclipse occurred, and
rumours of God's personal condolence quickly arose.
Whereupon Muhammad is said to have announced, ‘An
eclipse is a phenomenon of nature. It is foolish to attribute
such things to the death or birth of a human being.’

“At Muhammad's own death an attempt was made to deify
him, but the man who was to become his administrative
successor killed the hysteria with one of the noblest
speeches in religious history: ‘If there are any among you
who worshipped Muhammad, he is dead. But if it 1s God
you worshipped, He lives forever.”!

Carlyle: The Hero As A Prophet

Son.e of the amazing aspects of the Prophet’s life
addressed by Carlyle are worthy of consideration. He
begins by mentioning the state of the Arabs:
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“They were wild men, bursting ever and anon into quarrel,
into all kinds of fierce sincerity; without right worth and
manhood, no man could have commanded them. They
called him Prophet, you say? Why, he stood there face to
face with them; bare, not enshrined in any mystery; visibly
clouting his own cloak, cobbling his own shoes; fighting,
counselling, ordering in the midst of them: they must have
seen what kind of a man he was, let him be called what you
like! No emperor with his tiaras was obeyed as this man in
a cloak of his own clouting. During three-and-twenty years
of rough actual trial. I find something of a veritable Hero
necessary for that, of itself....” He further says:

*...In one of Goethe’s Delineations, in Meister's Travels it
is, the hero comes upon a Society of men with very strange
ways, one of which was this: “We require,” says the
Master, “"that each of our- people shall restrict himself in
one direction,” shall go right against his desire in one
matter, and make himself do the thing he does not wish,
“should we allow him the greater latitude on ail other
sides.” There seems to me a great justness in this. Enjoying
things which are pleasant; that is not the evil: it is the
reducing of our moral self to slavery by them that is. Let a
man assert withal that he is king over his habitudes; that he
could and would shake them off, on cause shown: this is an
excellent law.”

Gibbon: “He brought down upon earth, the Kingdom of
Heaven”

Edward Gibbon (1737-1794), an English historian
of the 18™ century, writes:

“I believe in one God and Mahomet, the Apostie of
God: is the simple and invariable profession of Islam. The
intellectual image of the Deity has never been degraded by
any visible idol; the honour of the prophet has never
transgressed the measure of human virtues; and his living
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precepts have restrained the gratitude of his disciples within
the bounds of reason and religion.”

“It is not the propagation but the permanency of his
religion that deserves our wonder; the same pure and
perfect impression which he engraved at Mecca and
Madina is preserved, after the revolution of twelve
centuries by the Indian, the African and the Turkish
proselytes of the Koran. The Mahomentans have uniformly
withstood the temptation of reducing the object of their
faith and devotion to a level with the senses and
imagination of man.” 3

Comparing the achievements of Muhammad, and Jesus,
this great historian has very rightly observed:

~ “Through Islam, Muhammad banished from the Arab

within ten years their hard heartedness, spirit of revenge,
anarchy, female degradation, rivalry, lawlessness, usury,
drunkenness, infanticide, murderous quarrel and human
sacrifice as well as all stupid superstitions and fetishes.
Through that religion he brought down upon this earth the
Kingdom of Heaven so fondly coveted by Jesus.™

Voltaire “Extraordinary Revolution™

Francois Voltaire (1694-1778) is contemporary of
Edward Gibbon, and one of the most famous French
authors. He was a courageous fighter against tyranny,
bigotry and cruelty of the rulers and clergy. He is master of
critical analysis, wit and satire. In his historical work he
frankly spoke against papal intolerance, but appreciated
progressive measures of Islamic movement, an appreciation
which resulted in many problems for him. Warrants of
arrest were issued against him for his revolutionary and
alleged heretical writings. He was forced to flee from
France to England, where Gibbon had attended Voltaire
meetings.
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“Voltair defended Muhammad in his book Les Moeurs et
L’esprit des Nations as a profound political thinker and
founder of a rational religion. He pointed out that Muslim
polity had always been more tolerant than Christian
tradition.”

Note: Founder is misnomer for the Prophet Mohammed.
Islam is a continuation of all divine revelations of the past.
The meaning of Islam is to surrender to the will of God. It
may be born in mind that Voltaire and a few other who paid
compliments to the Prophet of Islam had earlier made some
adverse remarks against him, but those were before they
embarked upon a deeper study of the Prophet’s life.

Voltaire has further observed as quoted by R. Bosworth
Smith:

“The turn of Arabia came, when the hour had already
struck when the most complete, the most sudden and the
most extra ordinary revolution that has ever come. over any
nation upon earth” ®

Napoleon: “We are Muslims”

Napoleon Bonaparte (1769-1821) was the Emperor
of France who dissolved the Roman Empire and became
the ruler of the whole Continent of Europe. He was very
much impressed by the universal personage of the Prophet
of Islam, and considered him the great law giver of the
world. In Egypt he visited Al-Azhar University and
discussed ‘Voltaire’s Muhammad’ with the learned Muslim
scholars there. In Alexandria, he publicly declared: “Nous
Sommes les vrais musulmans.” (We all are Muslims).” This
declaration was made when he was at the zenith of his
power.

He prepared the Code of Napoleon after examining
the Compendium of the Islamic Legal System. The Code of
Napoleon is still the basis of French Law. The British
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drafted the Indian Panel Code, in 1860, almost on the same
pattern of the Napoleon Code.

Napoleon saluted the Prophet of Islam with a deep
sense of admiration.

“I salute this great leader.”

Napoleon further observed: “Muhammad, in reality
was a great leader of mankind. His followers conquered
half of the world in a short time, and the discipline which
they maintained under his leadership was simply
marvelous, and so was their bravery, courage and devotion
to the cause which they loved and cherished. This, coupled
with the contempt for death as taught by their leader, made
thern great soldiers and fighters, the like of whom history
rarely produces. 1 simply marvel at the achievement of this
Son of the Desert within a period of only 15 years — a thing
which Moses and Christ could not do in fifteen hundred
years. I salute this great man; I salute his qualities of head
and heart.”®

Napoleon Compares Judaism and Christianity with
Islam: “The Last Religion.”

“Moses has revealed the existence of God to his
nation, Jesus Christ to the Roman world, Muhammad to the
old continent — Arabia was idolatrous when, six centuries
after Jesus, Muhammad introduced the worship of the God
of Abraham, of Ishmael, of Moses, and of Jesus —
Muhammad declared that there was none but one God,
Trinity imported the idea of idolatry.”®

Napoleon’s “Greater Plan”

“I hope the time is not far off when I shall be able to
unite all the wise and educated men of all the countries, and
establish a uniform regime based on the principles of the
Quran, which alone are true, and which alone can lead men
to happiness.”'

The Last Days of Napoleon
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The Last Days of Napoleon

Emil Ludwig, the biographer of Napoleon, writes
that this great General was speaking of his preference of the
religion of Islam to those around him three days before his
death.

Goethe Johan (1749-1832) “The Hero of Humanity”

Goethe, of Germany, a many sided gentius, has been
acknowledged as a world figure. His writings opened up
the literary treasure for all who are interested in the
common good of humanity. West-ostlicher Divan (Divan of
East and West) is his outstanding contribution to unite the
West with the East. He was a natural philosopher, and the
first statesmen of Europe who fought with undaunted
courage against all sorts of slanderous attacks on the noble
soul of the Prophet of Islam. He never ceased to praise the
Prophet as the founder of the finest culture, and believed
him to be the most truthful Prophet. In one of his best
poems, he has compared the life of the Noble Prophet, with
an eternal mighty stream flowing continuously, bestowing
love and mercy on the whole of mankind.

Goethe, in Wilhelm Meister’s Travels, pointed out
that the Noble Prophet, as the hero of humanity, came to
the world to protect the people from the axis of evil.
Carlyle has referred to this passage in his book On Heroes,
Hero-Worship, and the Heroic in History.

Dr. Samuel Johnson (1709 - 84) ‘“Muhammad”
Thoroughly Democratic:-

“Political life of Mubammad is thoroughly
democratic: says Dr. Samuel Johnson, the English
Lexicographer,  writer, critic and  outstanding
conversationalist and leading figure of literary London of
the 18" Century. During his literary discourse about
religion and politics he remarked about the Prophet: “His
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purely historical character, his simple humanity, claiming
to be a man among men, his intense realism avoiding all
mystical remoteness, the thoroughly democratic and
universal form under which his idea of divine monarchy led
him to conceive the relations of man, the force of ethical
appeal, all affiliate Muhammad with the modern world™!%*

Muhammad - Founder of League of Nations:-

Professor Hurgronje writes: “The league of nations
founded by the Prophet of Islam put the principles of
international unity and human brotherhood on such
universal foundations as to show candle to other nations.”
He continues; “The fact is that no nation of the world can
show a parallel to what Islam has done towards the
realization of the idea of the League of Nations. The world
has not hesitated to raise to divinity of individuals whose
lives and missions have been lost in legend. Historically
speaking, none of these legends achieved even a fraction of
what Muhammad accomplished. And ail his striving was
for the sole purpose of uniting mankind for the worship of
One God on the codes of moral excellence. Muhammad
(PBUH) or his followers never at any time claimed that he
was a son of God or the God incarnate or a man with
divinity — but he always was and is even today considered
as only a Messenger chosen by God.'*®

R Bosworth Smith: Sublime Status of the Prophet

R. Bosworth Smith, a renowned writer and author,
writes about the status of the Noble Prophet:

“It was Muhammad, who was head of the State as well as
of the Church, he was Caesar and Pope in one: but he was a
Pope without the Pope’s pretensions, and Caesar without
the legions of Caesar. Without a standing army, without a
bodyguard, without the palace, without a fixed revenue, if
ever any man had the right to say that he ruled by a right
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Divine, it was Muhammad, for he had all the power without
its instruments and without its supports™.*!

Lane Poole on Jihad

Lane Poole a well known scholar and historian
writes about jikad in Islam:

“Why have so many millions embraced the religion of
Islam and scarcely a hundred ever recanted? Some have
attempted to explain the first overwhelming success of
Islam by the argument of the Sword. They forget Carlyle’s
laconic reply. First get your sword. You must win men’s
heartslzbcfore you can induce them to imperil their lives for
you.”

De Lacy O’Leary, Absurd Myths About Jihad,
Eminent historian, De Lacy O’Leary, observed:

“History makes it clear, however, that the legend of
fanatical Muslims sweeping through the world and forcing
Islam at the point of the sword upon conquered races is one
of the most fantastically absurd myths that historians have
ever repeated.””

Mahatma Gandhi on Islam and Jihad

Mahatma Gandhi (1869-1948), the renowned
nationalist Leader of India, writes about jihad: “1 wanted to
know the best of the life of one who holds today undisputed
sway over the hearts of millions of mankind. 1 became
more than ever convinced that it was not the sword that
won a place for Islam in those days in the scheme of life. It
was rigid simplicity, the utter self-effacement of the
Prophet, the scrupulous regard for pledges, his intense
devotion to his friends and followers, his intrepidity, his
fearlessness, his absolute trust in God and in his own
mission. Those and not the sword carried everything before
them and surmounted every obstacle.”"”
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K. S. Ramakrishna Rao on: “The Perfect Model For
Human Life”

K. S. Ramakrishna Rao, an Indian professor of
Philosophy, in his book Muhammad, the Prophet of Islam,
calls him the “Perfect model for human life. In all his
magnificent role and in all departments of humanity he is a

» 15

hero”.
Meredith Townsend on Muhammad, The Educator

Meredith Townsend, a prominent British author of
the mid to late 1800’s, writes in his book Mahommed the
Great Arabian:

“Muhammad was a more thorough educator than the
modern reformers whose libertarian teachings during the
inter-war period in Europe could not measure up to the task
of preventing tyranny and war.” He further writes:
“....Under Muhammad....there sprang up ex necessitate

rei, a form of democratic equality more absolute than any
the world has elsewhere.”

In the 20™ Century, in spite of scientific conquests,
and the advancement of secular theories by materialist
thinkers, the human intellect has the same praiseworthy
admiration for the Prophet of Islam, and his noble mission
for mankind. What follows are some remarks from authors
and thinkers of the present age.

H.G. Wells — The Gift of Light and Power

H.G. Wells (1866-1946) who is known as visionary
of science, despite his antagonism against the religion of
Islam, writes about the impact of the teachings of the
Prophet of Islam,

“From a new angle and with a fresh vigour, Islam took up
that systematic development of positive knowledge which
the Greeks had begun and relinquished. If the Greek was
the father, then the Arab was the foster-father of the
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scientific method of dealing with reality, that is to say, by
absolute frankness, the utmost simplicity of statement and
explanation, exact record and exhaustive criticism. Through
the Arabs it was, and not by the Latin route, that the
modern world received that gift of light and power.”'°

George Bernard Shaw and Islam

George Bernard Shaw (1856-1950) was the most
significant British playwright since the 17" century, and
winner of the Nobel Prize for Literature in 1925. His plays
are permeated by his passion for social reform. In his own
peculiar style, George Bernard Shaw writes about Islam
and the Prophet of Islam,

“If any religion had the chance of ruling over England, nay
Europe within the next hundred years, it could be Islam.”

“I have always held the religion of Muhammad in high
estimation because of its wonderful vitality. It is the only
religion which appears to me to possess that assimilating
capacity to the changing phase of existence which can
make itself appeal to every age. I have studied him - the
wonderful man and in my opinion far from being an anti-
Christ, he must be called the Savior of Humanity.”

“I believe that if a man like him were to assume the
dictatorship of the modern world he would succeed in
solving its problems in a way that would bring it the much
needed peace and happiness: I have prophesied about the
faith of Muhammad that it would be acceptable to the
Europe of tomorrow as it is beginning to be acceptable to
the Europe of today.”"’

Karen Armstrong on Muhammad and Jesus

Karen Armstrong born in 1944 is a former nun of
the Catholic Church. She is Professor of comparative study
of religions in Oxford. Recently in her well-written and
well-researched book, Muhammad, A Biography of the

d
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Prophet, comparing the life of the Jesus and Muhammad,
peace be upon them both, she writes:

“In contrast to Mubhammad, we know very litle about
Jesus. The earliest Christian writer was St. Panl, who
dispatched his first epistle some twenty years after Jesus’
death. Paul, however, had no interest in Christ’s earthly life
but concentrated almost entirely on the spiritual meaning of
his death and resurrection. Later, in the gospels, the
evangels drew on the oral tradition which dwelt more than
he on Jesus’ life in Palestine and recorded his words. Mark,
he first, wrote about forty years after Jesus’ death in the
seventies; Mathew and Luke wrote during the eighties and
John in about 100 CE. But these gospel accounts are quite
different form the early biographies of Muhammad by the
Arab historians...... Muslims have evolved a symbolic
devotion to Muhammad, but indeed he is a very human
figure in the early histories. Muhammad is more like the
colourful figures of the Jewish scriptures — Moses, David,
Solomon, Elijah or Isaiah.”"

Jules Masserman on the Greatest Leader of All Time

Jules Masserman a well known modem
psychoanalyst of the United States, after critical study of
the most influential leaders of the world, has laid down a
criterion for assessment of greatness of leadership.

According to his analytical view:

“Leaders must fulfill three functions — provide for the
wellbeing of the led, provide a social organization in which
people feel relatively secure, and provide them with one set
of beliefs. People like Pasteur and Salk are leaders in the
first sense. People like Gandhi and Confucius, on one hand,
and Alexander, Caesar and Hitler on the other, are leaders
in the second and perhaps the third sense. Jesus and
Buddha belong in the third category alone. Perhaps the
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greatest leader of all times was Mohammed. To a lesser
degree Moses did the same.” '

One is profoundly astonished to see that two
hundred years ago in the 18" century, it was Thomas
Carlyle who placed Muhammad, as the Hero of all the great
Prophets, and in the 20" century, which is the age of reason
and science, an American psychoanalyst acknowledged
him as the greatest leader of all times, after comparing him
with Alexander, Caesar, Gandhi and Confucius, even with
Buddha, Jesus and Moses.”"

Michael H. Hart on the Most Influential Person in
History

Similarly, in recent years Michael H. Hart ranked
the Noble Prophet, at number one in his list of the one
hundred most influential persons of the world who changed
the course of history. He writes:

“My choice of Muhammad to lead the list of the world's
most influential persons may surprise some readers and
may be questioned by others, but he was the only man in
history who was supremely successful on both the religious
and secular levels. Of humble origins, Muhammad founded
and promulgated one of the world's great religions, and
became an immensely effective political leader. Today,
thirteen centuries after his death, his influence is still
powerful and pervasive....The Bedouin tribesmen of
Arabia had a reputation as fierce warriors. But their number
was small; and plagued by disunity and internecine
warfare, they had been no match for the iarger armies of the
kingdoms in the settled agricultural areas to the north.
However, unified by Muhammad for the first time in
history, and inspired by their fervent belief in the one true
God, these small Arab armies now embarked upon one of
the most astonishing series of conquests in human
history....In fact, as the driving force behind the Arab
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conquests, he may well rank as the most influential political
leader of all time...Nothing similar had occurred before
Muhammad, and there is no reason to believe that the
conquests would have been achieved without him....We
see, then, that the Arab conquests of the seventh century
have continued to play an important role in human history,
down to the present day. It is this unparalleled combination
of secular and religious influence which 1 feel entitles
Muhammad to be considered the most influential single
figure in human history.”2

The quotes ante are only a few of those published
by notable Western authors.

We could not quote the opinions of thousands of non
Muslim authors, scientists, statesmen, and political thinkers
of all walks of life who have also show respect to the Noble
Prophet of Islam, as it was not possible to reproduce their
observations in this short book. However, what follows are
statements of some of those who have embraced Islam after
being raised as non-Muslims.*

Lamatrine — “Is there any greater man than he?”

At the end of this chapter, we would like to
reproduce the tremendous challenge by a distinguished non
Muslim French historian, Lamatrine: Is there any greater
man than Muhammad? Here is the challenge in his own
words.

“If greatness of purpose, smallness of means, and
astounding results are the three criteria of human genius,
who couid dare to compare any great man in modern
history with Muhammad? The most famous men created
arms, laws and empires only. They founded, if anything at
all, no more than material powers which often crumbled
away before their eyes. This man moved not only armies,
legislations, empires, peoples and dynasties, but millions
of men in one-third of the then inhabited world; and more
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than that, he moved the altars, the gods, the religions, the
ideas, the beliefs and souls. . . his forbearance in victory,
his ambition, which was entirely devoted to one idea and
in no manner striving for an empire; his endless prayers,
his mystic conversations with God, his death and his
triumph after death; all these attest not to an imposture but
to a firm conviction which gave him the power to restore a
dogma. This dogma was twofold, the unity of God and the
immateriality of God; the former telling what God is, the
latter telling what God is not; the one overthrowing false
gods with the sword, the other starting an idea with
words.”

“Philosopher, orator, apostle, legislator, warrior,
conqueror of ideas, restorer of rational dogmas, of a cult
without images; the founder of twenty terrestrial empires
and of one spiritual empire, that is Muhammad. As regards
all standards by which human greatness may be measured,
we may well ask, is there any man greater than he?®

This is a challenge for ali, for the whole world and
for all the times, but no one would dare to say yes in
answer to this challenge until the end of time. However the
only answer to this challenging question by reason and
logic would always be a resounding “No.” '

The above statements of some of the great non
Muslim personalities of the world about the Prophet of
Islam, testifying that he is the greatest leader of humanity
and true Prophet of mankind, could not be procured by any
temptation, bribe or threat. These are expressions of free
and sincere minds without any fear or favour. We hope that
the above evidence about the Prophet of Islam, may inspire
those who are unfamiliar with Islam, to come out of
polemics and malicious propaganda against the Nobie
Prophet, and to follow in his footsteps to live in peace with
God, themselves, and with their neighbours.
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CHAPTER III

ISLAM

Before dealing with this important subject relating
to Islam, it would be more appropriate to make it clear that
the Noble Prophet, is not the founder of religion of Islam,
as commonly stated by Western thinkers and orientalists.
The Noble Prophet, never claimed to preach a new religion;
He invited the people in the name of Allah to the same
Islam (seif surrender to God) that Abraham, Moses, Jesus
and other prophets before him had demanded of their
nations.

QUR’ANIC CONNOTATION:

In order to understand the universal message of
Islam, it is necessary to determine the connotation of the
term Islam, synonymous of which in the Hebrew language
is “Shalom”. Islam and Salama are derived from the Arabic
root seen, laam, meem or “slm”. Its primary meaning is
surrender, submission, peace, tranquility, salutation,
blessings and greetings. According to the unambiguous
meaning of Islam used in the Noble Quran, it is absolute
and total surrender to the will of God in order to gain peace
and blessings from the Creator in this world and hereafter.
Therefore, Islam is the religion of peace, based on the
fundamental doctrine of Tawheed (monotheism). Surah
“Al-Tkhlas” (Chapter 112) is the essence of the Quran. It
has presented the uniqueness and oneness of God. In
transparent words, this Surah was, according to some
reports, revealed to the Prophet in answer to the question of
the idolators about who God is. In his illustrious translation
of the Quran, Mohammad Marmaduke Pickthall has
translated the name of Surah Al-Tkhlas as “Unity,” in view
of its meaning and subject matter. The addressees of this
Surah are mankind through the Prophet, who is
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commanded to: “Say: ‘He is Allah, the One, the eternal,
absolute; He begets not; nor is He begotten; and there is
none like unto Him.” A person who believes Allah is “Al-
Ahad,” (the One) has to give the testimony that there is no
Lord, nor one worthy of worship, but the God. The unity of
God implies legal unity as the Quran distinctly says so.
These legal norms are indicated by a universal immutable
law which governs the cosmos and is also applicable to
man and society as well. Unity derived from God leads to
one faith i.e., [slam which is complete surrender to the will
of Creator, Who 1s Ruler and Sustainer of this universe. In
this way the sovereignty of Allah means that all the
members of human society are necessarily of the same
order in regard to Him. It is thus a foundation of universal
brotherhood. So comes the commandments from Allah
Almighty as follows: “So, (O Prophet and followers of the
Prophet) set your face sincerely and truly towards the
religion, and be steadfast on the nature whereupon Allah
has created mankind. There can be no alteration in the
nature made by Allah. This is the right and true religion;
but most people do not know.” (Surah Ar Room 30:30)

Commentary: “Do not affect any alteration in the
nature made by Allah,” that is, it is not right to corrupt and
spoil the nature on which Allah has created man. So one
has to remain steadfast on one’s true nature. According to
Bukhari and Muslim (authentic books of the Prophet’s
sayings), the Noble Prophet said: “Every child, who is
born, is born on the human nature, it is his parents who
make him a Jew, a Christian or a Magian...”

In Surah Ar-Room (30:26) it is declared: “To Him
belongs whatever is in the heavens and the earth. All are
obedient to Him. And He it is Who originates the creation,
then He will repeat it (after it has perished); and this is
easier for Him. His is the highest description, in the
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Heavens and the earth. And He is the All-Mighty, the All-
Wise.”

PURPOSE OF CREATION:

Islam reminds man that he is not created without
any purpose so it has been said in Surah “Al-Anbiya™
“And (know that) We have not created the Heavens and the
earth and all that is in between them merely in idle play.”
(Surah Al-Anbiya 21:16)

So Islam makes the life of man on earth meaningful.
Islam is not a set of rituals, but it is a Deen —i.e., a Law and
way of life approved by Allal., as said in Quran: “Behold,
the (true) religion before Allal. is Islam.” (Surah Aal ‘Imran
3:19).

Many non Muslim men of letters, scholars and-even
kings and emperors, who have studied Islam with open
mind and understood the message of Islam, declared
directly or indirectly that they were Muslim or
acknowledged its unprecedented contribution to science,
arts, literature, and some have paid great tributes to Islam
for introducing culture and civilization to the world.

God, through His Last Messenger, declared,
according to the above citation of the Quran, that Islam —
self surrender to the Divine Laws — is the only true religion.
Truth needs no advocate to plead on its behalf. However as
the truth of the “Unitarian doctrine of Islam” is admitted by
non Muslim scholars and dignitaries of the world, so it is an
important evidence for their own co-religionists. We are
therefore furnishing their statements so that our western
and secular readers may formulate an objective opinion of
Islam.
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IMPACT OF ISLAM ON UNIVERSALLY RECOGNIZED
LEADERS OF THE WEST:

“WE ARE MUSLIMS” — Goethe and Carlyle:

Carlyle in his magnum opus On Heroes and Hero-
worship and the Heroic in History quoted Goethe, the
natural philosopher and great statesman of Germany as
saying: “Allaho Akbar, God is great and then also ‘Islam’,
that we must submit to God. That our whole strength lies in
resigned submission to Him. Whatsoever He does to us for
this world, and for the other! The thing He sends to us,
were it death and worse than death, shall be good, shall be
best; we resign ourselves to God.” If this is Islam says
Goethe, “do we not all live in Islam?” Carlyle commenting
on this statement says: “Yes, all of us that have any moral
life; we all live so (as Muslim).l

“I!HOPETAM A MUSLIM” — W. Montgomery Watt:

W. Montgomery Watt says in his famous book
Islam and Christianity Today: “1 am not a Muslim in the
usual sense, though I hope 1 am a Muslim as one
surrendered to God, but I believe that embedded in the
Qur’an and other expressions of the Islamic vision are vast
stores of divine truth from which I and other occidentals

have still much to learn, and Islam is certainly a strong

contender for the supplying of the basic framework of the
one religion of the future,”

I AM A CONSTITUTIONAL MUSLIM — Justice A. R.
Cornilius:

It will be pertinent to mention here the declaration
of Justice A. R. Cornelius, a former Chief Justice of
Pakistan. He was a protestant but studied profoundly the
Noble Qur’an and the Traditions of the Noble Prophet. He
believed that Islam is the only religion which can bring
peace and harmony to the world if practiced in letter and
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