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BLASPHEMY AND BIGOTORY

“Sincerity” and an “atmosphere of reverence” are not a
sufficient defence against blasphemy. The 1978 conviction of
Denis Lemon, editor of “Gay News”, for publishing a poem
suggesting that Jesus was a promiscuous homosexual
established that the intention, or motive, of an artist is
irrelevant. it is a question of fact: is Christian religious feeling
“outraged and insulted”?
The law is clear: “Every publication is said to be blasphemous
which contains ay contemptuous, reviling, scurrilous or ludicrous
matter relating to God, Jesus Christ, or the Bible.” The law
allows you to attack, subvert or deny the Christian religion, but
not in a way that is “indecent” or “intemperate”.
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The Relevant portion reads as under:-

“it is farthest from our thoumt to claim superiority for any
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religious sect, society, or denomination, or even to admit that
there exists any distinct, avowed connection between church
and state in these United States or in any individual state, but,
as distinguished from the religions of Confucius, Gautama,
Muhammad, or even Abraham, it may be truly said that, by
reason of the number, influence, and station of its devotees
within our territorial boundaries, the religion of Christ is the
prevailing religion of this country and of this state. With equal
truth may it be said that from the dawn of civilization, the
religion of a country is a most important factor in determining
its form of government, and that stability of government in no
small measure depends upon the reverence and respect which
a nation maintains towards its prevalent religion.

Within the limits of an opinion it would not be expected that all
the tenets of the Christian religion could be expounded, or even
enumerated, but for our purpose it wil be enough to say that
this religion teaches acknowledgement of the exitence,
presence, knowledge and power of (God, as related to human
beings in all their walks of life, this religion teaches dependence
upon God; this religion teaches reverence toward God and
respect for Holy Scripture. Even as we are writing these words
the man who is about to assume the duties of the high and
responsible station of President of these 'Jnited States,
following the unbroken custom of more than a century, and to
the end that his official vow may. be more impressive and

binding reverently says, “So help me God”, and then pausing,
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with a kiss. Congress and state Legislatures open their
sessions wih prayer addressed to the God of the Christian
religion. Judicial tribunals, anxious to discover and apply the
truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, raquiré justice
to be sworn by an oath which recognizes deity. Thus it wil be
seen that there is acknowledgement of God in each
co-ordinate branch of government. Lest any argument in
support of the recognition of God in the fundamental law of our
state should be overlooked, we point to the very preamble of
our Constitution: “We, the people of Maine, in order to establish
justice, insure tranquility, provide for our mutual defence,
promote our common welfare, and sequre to nwselvaé and our
posterity the blessings of liberty, acknowledging with grateful
hearts the goodness of the Sovereign Rule of the Universe in
affording us an opportunity so favourable to the design; and
imploring His aid and direction in its accomplishment to ordain
and establish the followin Constitution”. In view of all these
things, shal we say that any word or deed which would
express the God of the Christian religion, or the Haly Scriptures,
“to contempt and ridicule”, or which would rob official caths of
any of their sanctity, thus undermining the foundations of their
bindhg' force, would be protected by a constitutional religious
- freedom whose constitutional limitation is nondisturbance of
the public peace? We register a most emphatic negative”.
State V. Mockus, 113 A, 39, 42, 120 ME. 84, 14A.LR.871.

No more argument is required after the irrefutable reasoning of
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American Supreme Court to prove the law of contempt of the
Holy Prophet (PBUH) to be justifiable in Pakistan.
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